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VISION STATEMENT
GWFA – The centre of choice for gathering and
dispersing of forage and livestock information,
providing a strong link with producers and the
research community
MISSION STATEMENT
To enhance awareness of the organization as an
information exchange centre, illustrating forage
and
livestock production practices that are
environmentally and economically sustainable for
the agricultural community.

Manager’s Notes:

grasslands to be sustainably productive. But now the question
remains, how can we help this cycle along to optimize, or
maybe even maximize the amount of organic materials being
converted to organic matter, or humus, as it is commonly known
as.
Ever wonder why some guys have highly
For starters, grazing at high stock densities, often called
productive pastures without fertilizer, and lots of
“mob grazing”, we see production increase dramatically due to
other guys seem to have trouble getting acceptthis cycling. Now, we’re not talking about grazing pastures so
able production, even with fertilizer? Well, the secret is out.
It seems that all highly productive pastures and other field severely that nothing is left. Actually, much of the forage needs
to be trampled heavily and fouled upon for this to work well.
crops have one thing in common. They are on soils with high
In this book I was reading, the author didn’t really push
organic matter. Well, this isn’t really a secret. This has been
mob grazing so much as mowing each paddock following grazaround for a long time already.
In fact I recently read a book on building highly produc- ing. By mowing anything left standing, residual plant material
would be laid down against the soil surface, allowing microtive, fertile pastures that was published in 1955. The author
organisms access to the plant material.
made it quite clear that healthy pastures that support healthy
Now, many in our part of the country have developed
livestock must be high in organic matter. Now, he was talking
ways of getting organic materials onto the soil surface by
about dairy quality pasture, like what our friend, Jan Slomp,
means of the winter feeding systems we’ve come up with. Bale
produced for his dairy cows.
grazing, while giving a small economic boost, returns a lot of
OK, so that brings up the big question and challenge.
what we’re used to calling “waste” back to the soil. We’ve seen
How can we build organic matter in our soils?
considerable boosts in production on pastures where bale grazWell, to start with, good grazing management in itself
contributes greatly to the building of organic matter in the soil. ing was done.
Other systems of rolling out bales or feeding on the land
Every time forage is grazed severely enough, a good portion of
the roots slough off and, with the help of our many soil micro- work well too, with maybe a little better distribution of materials than bale grazing. I’ve seen excellent production results
organism friends, add to the organic matter in the soil. Every
from feeding on pastures.
time forage is allowed to fully recover from grazing, the roots
Swath grazing is another excellent way to build organic
fully grow back, ready for the next graze.
matter in soils. Swath grazing is most commonly done with
Besides this all important cycle, it is also important for
cereals such as barley, oats, wheat or triticale, sometimes in
residual un-grazed forage to be trampled, or in some way bemixtures with legumes. Besides being an excellent organic matcome in close contact
ter and soil fertility builder, swath grazing can cut winter feedwith the soil surface.
This allows soil micro- ing costs in half, compared to conventional feeding systems.
Besides building organic matter, decaying plant materials
organisms to feed on
also release acids into the soil surface that break down unavailthe residue, and in so
able soil mineral nutrients into plant available forms. This is
doing, convert this
just one more good reason to get residual plant material in conplant matter into soil
tact with the soil surface.
organic matter.
So, if this brings up questions for you, please don’t hesiThis continuous
tate to contact me. I’d be happy to discus this with you.
cycling of roots and
May you have the best Christmas ever and a healthy,
plant materials into the
soil organic matter pool happy and prosperous new year.
is important for any

By Albert Kuipers

Director’s Corner

By Chris Sande

Hi Everyone,

Most likely our youngest reader
Photo by Melanie Anderson

I’m Chris Sande, a recycled
Director of Grey Wooded
Forage Association. My wife
Brenda and I operate a cowcalf operation twelve miles
northeast of Rocky in the
Bingley district. After spending a couple
of terms as a Director a few years back, I
became very interested in the vast amount
of information that is available on improv-

ing methods of forage production and livestock production.
I see many benefits to a group
approach to solving problems
and am looking forward to
some new projects and new
perspectives that will improve
our industry. This winter is
starting out to be a challenge
for some feeding systems and
may be a test for some methods. Good luck to everyone
and hope to see you soon.

Chris
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Agronomy Update 2014 Promises to be Another Exciting Soils and Crops Exposition!
The Agronomy Update conference has been a major
crop production extension event in Alberta for 20 consecutive years!
Agronomy Update 2014 is at the Sheraton Red Deer
Hotel on January 14 and 15, 2014. Grain producers, crop
advisors and industry partners will have an opportunity to
consult with leading agriculture research scientists about
soil and crop issues in Alberta.
Over the course of the two-day conference, attendees
will be treated to over 30 presentations. The line-up of
presentation topics and speakers this year is impressive.
 There will be an update on faba bean production in
Alberta, which includes a faba bean marketing component.

 A series of presentations featuring corporate industry representatives speaking about their company’s
latest pesticide products is always a popular session.
Continuing Education Credits
Certified Crop Advisors and holders of Pesticide Applicator Certificates are eligible to obtain continuing education units at Agronomy Update 2014.
Conference Fee
The cost of Agronomy Update 2014 is $140 per person if you register before the end of December.

Registration
Phone or fax the Ag-Info Centre:
 Soil-related issues like optimal fertilizer recommenTel: 1-800-387-6030; Fax: 403-742-7527.
dations after a bumper crop will be reviewed.
 Plant growth regulator research results will be featured in one of the sessions.

 The impact of fungicide application on cereal leaf
disease management will be discussed, along with
information on the nature and role of fungicides.
 A province-wide insect update will include an update on cutworm.
 Audience members will learn appropriate methods
for taking digital photos of crop pest issues, as well
as how to best write a request for diagnostic information.
 There will be a discussion about research results on
the number of crop species required in a rotation to
sufficiently allow residue breakdown of each crop
that harbours disease pathogens before the same
crop can be re-grown.

Payment Method
Cheque or money order payable to: BRRG Agronomy Update and mailed to Box 339, Forrestburg, AB
T0B 1N0.
Accommodation
To obtain one of the blocked rooms at the Sheraton
Hotel Red Deer, please mention that you are attending the
Agronomy Update conference. Contact the Sheraton by
telephone or e-mail.
Telephone: 1-800-662-7197 or 1-403-346-2091
E-mail: reservations@sheratonreddeer.com
Other nearby hotels include: Holiday Inn, Super 8, Red
Deer Lodge, Sandman Inn, and Black Knight Inn.

We look forward to seeing you in Red Deer on January 14
 The most important tools for crop marketing success and 15!
will be explained, along with advice on how economics and agronomics must work in tandem when Contact:
Neil Whatley, Ag-Info Centre
making decisions to maintain long-term farm profit310-FARM (3276)
ability.
 Since more dollars are spent on herbicides for wild
oat control than for any other weed, there will be a
presentation on delaying wild oat resistance to herbicides.
 A leading research scientist from the University of
Guelph will speak about the distribution and control
of glyphosate-resistant weeds in Ontario.
 Fresh data from the 2012 growing season will be
reported on crop disease concerns such as blackleg
and sclerotinia in canola, and root rot in field pea.
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OTIS AWARD
For Being OutsTanding In Stewardship
The Battle
River Watershed Alliance recognizes local youth, individuals, and businesses/organizations for being OTIS: OutsTanding In Stewardship.
The OTIS Award is a way to recognize community members of the Battle River and Sounding Creek Watersheds who
are OutsTanding In Stewardship. Stewardship can be defined as
“the responsible overseeing and protection of something considered worth caring for and preserving”. To the Battle River Watershed Alliance (BRWA), a steward is someone who takes action to make the watershed a better place to live for all life and
for the life of future generations.
The 2013 OTIS Award winners are:
In the Youth category: Maven Boddy and the Golden
Prairie 4H club of Forestburg for their riparian restoration project along the Battle River near Galahad.
In the Individual category: Mike Black for his dedication to the
preservation of the Mount Butte Natural Area at Battle Lake.
In the Business/Organization category: Lacombe County for
their environmental management work.
Lacombe County is striving to be a leader in environmental management. In April 2013, they completed their first
State of the Environment Report (SOE). This report provides a
snapshot of the current
condition of the environment in Lacombe County
and the pressures that impact it. Using the SOE

report as a baseline, Lacombe County developed their first Environmental Policy, which was adopted by the Lacombe County
Council in July 2013. The next step is to develop an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) that focuses on the internal
County operations. This document will be shaped by the data
found in the SOE, the data gathered by the community, and by
balancing the social and economic needs of the community with
that of the environment.
Lacombe County will be presented their award by the
Battle River Watershed Alliance on December 12 at the county
office. All of the OTIS Award winners will be recognized at a
special presentation in their own communities.
The OTIS Award is named after the star character in the
book series “Otis and Friends: Environmental Adventures”.
This book series was created in 2012 by four Ponoka highschool students. The students created Otis and the book series
as a way to educate elementary school students on the importance of the watershed and how they can help protect it. Otis
and his friends help people take action to create a better watershed through actions such as water conservation and litter reduction. The BRWA was so impressed with the Ponoka students
and Otis that they decided to name their stewardship award after
the star character. Otis, his authors, and the OTIS Award winners are an example for us all, as we can all do more to be better
stewards of our watershed.
For more information on the Battle River Watershed Alliance or the OTIS Award, please visit the BRWA website at
www.battleriverwatershed.ca
or call the office at 1-888-672-0276.
Additional Information on each winner:
Maven Boddy
In the fall of 2012, the Golden Prairie 4H club sought to
do a stewardship project that would help the Battle River.
Through conversations with staff at the Battle River Watershed
Alliance they decided on a riparian restoration project. The project would involve riparian area education for the club and community members as well as a hands-on component to plant trees
to reduce soil erosion, provide animal habitat and improve water
quality.
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and $1,000 in the Caring for our Watersheds
Contest for her project on how riparian restoration can improve her watershed. Maven and
the 4H club used Caring for our Watersheds
implementation funds and a Victory Canola
4H grant to cover the costs of the tree planting
and riparian health assessments.
The club enjoyed a riparian education
day and a canoe trip down the river prior to
the field day where approximately 30 4H club
members planted over 200 trees and shrubs.
The club also invited local experts to
the site to set-up a monitoring project so that
they can see how the site changes over time.
You can learn more about the 4H club’s riparian project during a special presentation at the
Forestburg Community Hall on Wednesday
January 8th, 2014 from 7pm-8:30pm.
Mike Black
Mike has been a committed volunteer of
the Mount Butte Natural Area for many years.
His efforts help protect the land and water
around Battle Lake- the head waters of the
Battle River, thereby improving the entire watershed. Despite facing adversity from a few
local land users, Mike continues to defend
ecological stewardship of this important area.
Mike leads many interpretive walks at Mount
Butte, enhancing public understanding of, and
commitment to the area. Mike is an active
member of the Battle Lake Watershed Synergy Group, working to foster communication
between the public, industry, and municipal
and provincial governments for the economic,
social and environmental health of the area.

Contact: Nathalie Stanley
Education and Outreach Coordinator
Tel: 780-672-0276
Email: Nathalie@battleriverwatershed.ca
November 25th 2013, Camrose AB

Please call GWFA Manager, Albert Kuipers at (403) 844
-2645 or your local County Agricultural Services staff if
you would like to complete an Environmental Farm Plan.
Your EFP is required to apply for funding to the Environmental Stewardships Plan Program of Growing Forward 2.
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This publication is made possible by funding
from Alberta Agriculture & Rural Development & Alberta Environment and Water via the
Agriculture Opportunities Fund (AOF).
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These publications are available
to our members by phoning or
emailing the GWFA office!
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